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The origination and spread of slit rings in the East Asia

Tang Chung

( Centre for Chinese Archaeology and Art )

Recent archaeological researches have revealed that slit rings might have originated
from East Asia and were possibly the most widely worn ornaments throughout the human
history of East Asia. Ancient slit rings have been found from Siberia to the Malaysia as well
as on most of the islands off the coasts of East Asia. The pair of slit rings uncovered from the
sides of a human skull from the Xinglongwa site in Inner Mongolia in the early 1980s yielded
an astonishing C-14 date of more than 8000 years b.p. It is exciting to learn that most of the
slit rings from Xinglongwa Culture are on nephrite. It is known to all that gold and jade are
respectively the supreme emblems representing ancient material cultures in the West and the
East. That nephrite was used in making the oldest slit rings in East Asia has made these jade
traditions even more mysterious and fascinating! Up till now, we only have a sketchy picture
of the history of these ornaments.

The origin of East Asian slit rings still awaits a final conclusion. Why slit rings of similar
styles appeared in different East Asian regions in the prehistoric period? Were these regions
correlated through cultural exchanges? The social functions of slit rings and how these rings
were used in different periods and different regions are topics demanding in-depth investigation.
Due to inadequate archaeological exchanges between different regions and the presence of
language barriers (between English, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Vietnamese and French)
over the past years, the integrated study of East Asian slit rings remains at its rudimentary
stage.

The foremost objective of this essay is to reconstruct the chronology of East Asian slit
rings in the early period and to establish the date, regional distribution, stylistic variation

and changing process of these ornaments from different East Asian regions.
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